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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
I hope that this letter finds you well. We have 
come to the end of another week, and I trust that 
you will all have a restful weekend.  
 
I would like to start off this letter by welcoming a 
few teachers who will be joining us as we near the 
end of term: 

• Mr Shane Swart  
• Mrs Lounet Otto  

We look forward to these two teachers joining us 
at PCS. 
 
There will be a timetable change which is still 
being finalised. These changes will be in effect 
from Term 2 and students will be informed of the 
changes as the new timetable is finalised.  
 
Last weekend our SP Netball team had the 
opportunity to attend a netball camp at Camp 
Discovery. The girls were excited for the 
opportunity to attend and learnt many valuable 
skills that will assist them in their training. I would 
like to extend a special thank you to Ms Carmen 
Paul for organising the camp and accompanying 
the girls along with Mrs Lizaan van Niekerk. 

On Saturday 5 March, the Red Panda Asian 
Market, officially started. We are in the process 
of consolidating and expanding the existing 
market to include more vendors and offer a 
wider variety of goods. I would like to thank Ms 
Nyaradzo Chirima for organising this as well as 
the parents and students who supported the 
market by joining as vendors or coming to do 
their purchases there.  
 
In the following week, we are looking forward to 
our Culture Week. There are many exciting 
activities that students can look forward to. 
Additionally, the Grade 7 students will be doing a 
small fundraising activity on Monday 14 March 
during the breaks. We thank you in advance for 
supporting their efforts. We hope that during the 
Culture Week students can have fun and 
appreciate the different cultures that are 
celebrated. 
 
On Tuesday 15 March, there will also be a Grade 
7 Toastmasters Gala Dinner. They have worked 
diligently over the course of the term and are 
looking forward to showing off their skills at the 
gala dinner on Tuesday night. We would like to 
thank Mrs Astrid Mauldon and Mrs Andrea 
Moosa-Tayob for the hard work they have put in 
during the evenings to facilitate this activity. 
 
I would like to remind you all that Monday 21 
March is Human Rights Day and therefore a 
public holiday. We can all look forward to a 
wonderful long weekend. I wish you all a great 
rest and I trust that you will enjoy the short 
breather as we near the end of the term. 
 
Should you have any queries or concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Jennifer Neethling  
Principal & Director of Business & Administration  
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

It is unbelievable to think that the month of March 

is upon us already. Before we know it, Term 1 will 

be over. To this end, we must remind everyone that 

assessments are on the go in both the Junior and 

the Senior Preparatory Phases.  

 

COMMUNICATION: 

REF: https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/how-

to-talk-to-teachers/ 

 

If your child’s teacher 

contacts you, they are  

wanting to discuss your  

child’s progress and  

put plans into action  

to enhance their  

education. By the same  

token, it is as important for parents to get in touch 

with their child’s teacher and to be involved with 

the development process and progress at school. 

This two-way communication is essential to help 

establish a good rapport and to ensure that the 

relationship between “teacher-child-parent” is 

enriched with respect, and trust.  

  

Communication skills must help foster healthy 

relationships and discussions must be productive 

because the child is the main concern. We must 

learn to listen and ask questions. We must remain 

calm to get the best results from the discussion. 

Teamwork provides the child with a good support 

base. Treating each other with respect encourages 

healthy communication. Learning requires a 

concerted effort and working together helps find 

the right solutions. Remember how much patience 

a teacher exercises when teaching a room full of 

children and remind yourself that talking with 

them in a patient manner helps keep open 

communication.   

  

Encouraging your child is always a good practice 

but be mindful of maintaining a respectful 

continued from page 1 

reference about the teachers in front of the 

children too. It takes time to build trust and 

respect in the classroom with your child, which 

encourages a supportive, healthy learning 

environment. It takes just a few seconds to 

undermine that trust by your negative comments 

about the teacher.  

  

It is best to avoid making assumptions or 

speculating about classroom matters as this is 

counterproductive. One should stick to the facts 

and enquire about one's concerns but maintain a 

respectful tone. Your child’s teacher is there to 

help and will employ all their experience and 

expertise to provide your child the best education 

possible. Making demands and placing the 

teacher in a position of distress may not bring 

about a fruitful result.  

  

Working together puts realistic measures in place 

to help find solutions. A united front helps 

support the child at home and at school. And it 

helps ease the partnership and brings forth 

measurable progress for all parties concerned.  

  

We look forward to providing your child with that 

service and request a balanced communication 

platform from you as parents to do so.  

 

CASS: 

Continuous Assessments (CASS) make up most of 

the marks towards the reports, and we encourage 

every student not to miss school unnecessarily if 

possible. The protocol for absenteeism requires 

students to provide a valid doctor’s certificate to 

the register teacher if any major tests or 

assessments have been missed. This will enable 

the subject teachers to help the students make up 

these assessments. If students are late for school 

while tests are written, no extra time will be given 

either, unless a valid excuse for said lateness is 

issued in writing. Kindly adhere to these 

standards of operation so that your child can get 

the best out of every opportunity provided for 

their academic success. 

 

CO-CURRICULAR TIMETABLE: 

As communicated via the d6 App, the current 

timetable will continue running until 18 March. We 

News  

https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/how-to-talk-to-teachers/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/how-to-talk-to-teachers/
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will be posting the new timetable on the d6 as 

soon as possible.  

At this point, we would also like to bring the 

following to your attention:   

–  In order to ease the pressure off the front 

office, and to help the teachers manage the 

students regarding pick-up times, we will no 

longer be cancelling any outdoor activities if 

poor weather rears its head.  

– Coaches and managers will either be 

 supervising their teams in classrooms or will 

 offer them theory lessons or watch videos 

 relevant to their sporting codes, depending on 

 facilities available for the sessions. 

 

 News 

GALA: Last week Thursday, 3 March, our Gr 1–7 

team swimmers participated in our first 

Interschool League Gala since Covid. The team did 

us proud, coming fourth overall. Everybody was 

absolutely exhausted from their efforts, as can be 

seen in the photo. 

 
 

Medal winners included: 

Tanika Du Plessis – All 5 Individual events 

Oliver Jacobs – Gold in 50m Freestyle 

Atlegang Madibeng – Silver in the 50m Freestyle 

Liam Stone - Gold 50m Freestyle & 3 in Backstroke 

Ndzalama Mashele – Gold in 50m Free 

 

Free style Relays:  U/10 1st place; U/12 2nd place; 

U/13 3rd place 

 

Medley Relay: U/12 3rd place 

 

We are also very proud to  

sport the Victrix Ludorum  

– Tanika du Plessis (Gr 7M).  

 

Congratulations to the team!  

And a huge thank you to all the 

coaches, and teachers who  

accompanied the team to the event.  

NETBALL: This past weekend saw our netball girls 

go to Camp Discovery for some extra skills 

training.  

 
 

They had fun learning and practicing amongst 

professional coaches and other students. We thank 

Miss Paul for making the arrangements for them 

to go, as well as Mrs van Niekerk for 

accompanying them there.  

 

MINI-CRICKET: On Saturday, 12 March, we are 

looking forward to playing a few mini-cricket 

games at St Paulus. We would like to encourage as 

many players as possible to attend, especially in 

Gr 2. Every team plays together and enjoys the 

morning as it is filled with excitement, good 

sportsmanship, discipline, humility, and respect. 

Thanks in advance to our coaches and teachers 

who will be joining them for the morning.   

 

 Phase 

 
While assessments are ongoing, there is always 

time for some artwork. The Lion class made 

portraits of their grandparents as part of their 

theme “My Family”. Gogo is knitting and Baba is 

reading the newspaper. 

continued from page 2 
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 The Gr 1s made family paintings and it is so 

delightful to see how each student notes the 

details of every person they want to portray in 

their pictures. It sure is inspiring to behold how art 

can inspire children to create new things and see 

the world through a different perspective. 

It does not matter how old you are, an aesthetic 

work of art will calm your eyes and soul and one 

learns to appreciate the beauty of everything 

around you. 

 

Gr 1Vs results are a sight to behold! 

 
 

Gr 1Ms very busy creating their works of art on The 
Family. 
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 Phase 
On Thursday, 24 March, we celebrated the 

appointment of the Junior Executive Council (JEC). 

This is always a very special occasion where our 

leaders are honoured, and our followers are 

praised. Not everyone can be a leader, and leaders 

need followers just as much as followers need 

leaders. Together, they make a team, and they 

must work together to achieve their goals. This Gr 

7 group is exceptional in this regard. We are very 

proud of them all.  

 

The acronym L-E-A-D-E-R outlines the qualities 

required to help the newly appointed team in their 

tasks this year: 

L – Listener 

E – Effective 

A – Ability  

D – Direction 

E – Extra-ordinary 

R – Responsibility 

 

We are very pleased to announce the following 

students to the JEC and wish them a great 

journey: 

Chairperson: Nuhaa Aladdin 

Vice Chairperson: Kgahliso Mofokeng 

Members: Amaan Aladdin 

 Katia Camara 

 Boledi Palesa Kgengwenyane 

                  Chloe Kuo   

 Tarika Moodley 

                 Nicholas Orr  

                 Jasveer Supersad 

Newly appointed Members: 

Caitlyn Ah Ling 

Rifumo Chauke 

Tanika du Plessis 

Leabilwe Keitsemore 

Ternez Moodley 

 

CLUSTER MEETINGS: Our SP teachers will be 

attending online and onsite cluster meetings this 

term. These are very informative sessions that 

offer support, training and information related to 

the subjects the teachers teach. To this end, these 

meetings also afford opportunities to network with 

teachers at other schools so that we can stay 
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informed and up to date with ideas, websites, 

textbooks, technology, etc. to use and apply in our 

classrooms. We thank the teachers for making the 

effort to attend these meetings. 

 

Here’s wishing you a great week ahead, and as 

always spend time with your family. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Lydia Curwen 

Deputy Principal: Prep. School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The last two weeks have been spent concentrating on 
our academic programme and the essay published 
today will give credence to the outstanding work that is 
being done (see end of “College News” for essay). 
Congratulations to all who are putting in the effort and 
producing work of such a high quality.  
 
This year, with the pandemic apparently on the wane, 
we are committed to giving our students a holistic 
education. Not only are we doing the utmost to ensure 
that a great academic programme is in place, but we are 
also committed ourselves to teaching life skills. These 
are usually not taught at school. We are encouraging 
participation in co-curricular activities as it is vital for all 
our students to have a healthy body and to know how 
to keep it healthy and fit  
 
We are determined to go even further in this regard, as 
learning is not limited to the classroom. Museums are 
important educational environments and offer 
considerable learning potential. Collections exhibited in 
museums provide students with a tangible connection 
with time, places, events, or people and allow them to 
experience the evolution of human history and cultural 
heritage. Learning in museums helps students 
understand the historical value of objects, respect 
diverse cultures, and understand multiculturalism. 
Exploring museums gives students the ability to engage 
actively in the process of acquiring knowledge and to 
express thoughts and emotions.  

1. Museums teach critical thinking, empathy, and 
 other generally important skills  
2. Trips to museums help get kids excited about 
 school subjects. 
3. Museums teach subject-specific content and skills. 
4. Museums expand the general world knowledge of 
 students. 
5. Museum visits also increase students’ cultural 
 capital; 
 
On the 12th of April, the College will embark on a 
Museum Outing Day. Each grade will go to a carefully 
chosen venue. Letters about the various outings will be 
sent shortly. 
 
Next week the SEC Heads of Culture have organised a 
fantastic Culture Week. Parents have been informed as 
to what will be happening, and we are really looking 
forward to the various activities. 
 
I sincerely hope that you have a great week 
 
Warm regards 
 
Mary-Ann Pullinger 
Deputy Principal: College 
 

 
 

After the Grade 10 Camp, the Grade 10s were tasked 
with a reflective essay in Life Orientation. The topic 
was: ‘Do you like who you’re becoming?’  
 

Who is she? 
By: Chloe Andonopoulos 10D 

 
On the 12th of March 2006, a girl was born. She was 
given a Greek name that most people could not 
pronounce without practice, and she was given a 
body that she did not choose herself, much like 
almost everything else in her life at the time. She 
came into this world and did not know a single 
thing about herself. Almost sixteen years, about a 
thousand nappy changes, and a single driving lesson 
later, she entered the world of Grade 10, where her 
Life Orientation teacher asked her to write an essay 
on whether she likes who she is becoming.  
 
I am Chloe Andonopoulos. I have been through a lot 
in these past sixteen years of my life and, if I could, 
I would not change a single thing about it. I have 
only been in Grade 10 for seven weeks now, but I am 

News 
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News 

continued from page 5 

already seeing why I chose my subjects and how they 
reflect my personality and piqued my interests when 
I was deciding on them last year. I probably would 
have chosen the exact same ones when I was five. It 
seems that I have not changed much since then. I 
still have the same connection with the people as I 
did when I wanted to be a doctor in preschool, I still 
have that deep love and caring for animals as I did 
when I changed my mind and decided that I wanted 
to become a veterinarian in Grade 1, and I still have 
that same creativity I did when I decided that I  
wanted to study art when I was in Grade 6. All the 
subjects that I have chosen for this year, represent a 
part of me from different times in my life. I am not 
quite sure about what I want to become after school, 
but I do know that I want to make a change in the 
world, somehow, and I feel that all the decisions 
that I have made up to now, leading up to my future, 
have been the right ones.  
 
Two weeks ago, I went on camp with my grade for 
five days. It was one of the hardest things out of 
everything that I have ever had to do before, but I 
enjoyed it. I learnt more about the people that I 
spend every day with more than anything. I also 
learnt a lot about what makes a good leader and 
the qualities that not only a leader needs to lead a 
group of people, but also the qualities that the group 
needs to be led in the right way. I saw myself being 
put in positions and situations that I would not have 
been put in in my everyday life. Using the knowledge 
that I now have from my camp experience today will 
remind me of what I am capable of and of what I 
need to become what I want to in the future.  
 
I am Chloe Andonopoulos and I am becoming a 
person who I wish to see strive and be looked up to in 
the world, bringing things that the world needs to 
be a better place, and I love that I am becoming 
that woman. I know who I am, what I want, and 
what I need to live my fullest life, and although 
there will be plenty of days where I will feel like I 
want to give up, every day I get closer to those goals. 
I also know that I cannot do it all on my own, but 
fortunately, I have a whole lot of amazing people 
who cannot wait to see me flourish.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Red Panda Asian Market 
To promote the unique Asian culture, our school planned to launch a 
Red Panda market last year, but it was postponed due to the 
uncertain COVID situation. Finally, we were able to resume this 
initiative on Saturday 5 March and it was well-supported by our 
parents, students, staff, and the broader community. The Red Panda 
Asian Market will be held outside the school hall every Saturday from 
8:00 to 14:00. Besides the Chinese fresh vegetables, frozen foods, 
and street snacks, there are also various local products on offer. 
Please bring your family and friends to support it and enjoy the vibe. 

 

  
 

Chinese Culture Day 
We are very pleased to inform you that the Culture Week will be held 
between 14 and 18 March for the College phase and the Prep 
school will participate in some of the activities as well. Monday 14 
March is scheduled as the Chinese Day. The College students will 
have an opportunity to dress up and compete for the title of 
“Chopsticks Master”. The whole school can enjoy the dumplings and 
noodles from tuckshop specials. The Grade 7s will sell Chinese iced 
tea and instant noodles as their fundraiser. Please send cash with 
your child if they would like to purchase these items. Please note that 
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 continued from page 6 

students will not be allowed to eat the noodles at school and will not 
be allowed to get hot water from the tuckshop. 

 
 
Kind regards 
 
Angela Liu 
Deputy Principal: Chinese 
 

 
Chinese Department  

By Cathy Lee 

The College Chinese Yo-yo club combines the cultural 
art with physical exercise. 

The Yo-yo is one toy that almost everyone has tried to 
play with. Some are excellent and develop it into a true 
art, while others have fun with it. 

The invention of the Chinese Yo-yo is thought to have 
been around 4000 years ago during the Ming dynasty 
(1386-1644 CE). The original Chinese Yo-yo differed 
only slightly from today's version as it had a longer 
axle and discs attached to the end.  

 The diabolo appears like two cups attached at the 
bottoms. 

Like many things in Ancient China, Yo-yos remained a 
secret until the Chinese began to share it with other 
countries. Then, in the late 18th century, missionaries 
brought the Yo-yo to Europe. By the beginning of the 
1900s, the diabolo version became incredibly popular 
with adults and children in France and England. The 
creation of the diabolo was credited in 1906 to Gustave 
Pillipart, a French inventor who made the diabolo 
using two metal cups with edges that had rubber 
protectors.  

Until the 1960s, all Yo-yos were made out of wood, 
often causing an uneven spin. Once they were made 
from plastic or metal, the balance improved. The 
Chinese version of the Yo-yo is not attached to the 
string so that it can be tossed into the air for even 

more impressive tricks. Additionally, the Chinese Yo-
yo can be passed from one person to another, 
allowing multiple people to demonstrate their skills 
and techniques. 

The Chinese Yo-yo is excellent for developing gross 
motor skills, and it is non-competitive and rewarding. 
Beyond developing basic skills, playing Chinese Yo-yo 
hones the ability to focus on tasks and improve 
learning outcomes in other fields. Practising Yo-yo 
teaches physical and spiritual discipline and can help 
temper one's personality. 

The non-competitive nature of the Chinese Yo-yo 
creates a friendly social environment where skills are 
openly shared between players and friendships 
strengthened. It is also a unique and visual way of 
making Chinese culture and heritage accessible to a 
broad audience. 

In 2019, the College Chinese Yo-yo club was 
established to promote playing Chinese Yo-yo among 
the students. The team of 2019 won the Best of 
Performance at the Red Panda Festival. And the team 
in 2021 demonstrated a set of basic tricks for the 
celebration of Chinese Culture Day. This year, the 
team is currently learning the controlling skills of 
swinging up and down, left and right, and other tricks 
for the performances in the coming events at school.     

 
 

 
 

I can’t believe we are in March already! For those who 
don’t know, March is ‘Read Aloud Month’ and therefore 
I could not pass up the opportunity to share some 
facts about reading aloud.  
 

Here are just seven important benefits of reading 
aloud with children (https://readingeggs.co.za) 
 

• Develops stronger vocabulary. 
• Builds connections between the spoken and 
written word. 
• Provides enjoyment. 
• Increases attention span. 
• Strengthens cognition. 
• Provides a safe way of exploring strong 
emotions. 
• Promotes bonding. 

 
These are only a few of the many benefits. It also 
increases a child’s confidence when they read out 
loud. For some, it is a daunting task to say the least (it 

file:///C:/Users/cherrils/Downloads/Re__PCS_Newsletter%20(1)/(https:/readingeggs.co.za)
file:///C:/Users/cherrils/Downloads/Re__PCS_Newsletter%20(1)/(https:/readingeggs.co.za)
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always was for me) and that is why this month I have 
included some fun challenges for the students. The kids 
can take a “Read Aloud Dice” from the library and they 
are then challenged to read a certain number of 
sentences or paragraphs out loud depending on where 
the dice lands. I have also made a few “Silly Reading 
Challenges” where they have to pick a piece of paper 
from a canister and once they unfold it they are 
surprised with a silly way in which they should then 
read a few sentences. Some of these silly ways include 
reading like a grandparent with no teeth, singing the 
sentences or reading as a reporter sharing the news. It 
has been a joy to see so many kids taking up these 
challenges and having a lot of fun with it! 
I want to encourage all parents and students alike to 
read aloud for 15 minutes a day during the month of 
March, whether it be to your children (in the case of 
parents), to a sibling, a classmate, a teacher, a parent 
or even to themselves. This is an easy habit to develop 
and I’m sure we can all make the time for this. I hope 
that this habit will continue into the months to come 
and that it will not only be during this month.  
 
We continue with our “blind date with a book” and I 
hope to be able to maintain this throughout the year. 
This is a great opportunity for the students to read 
books that they may not readily pick off the shelf at 
first sight as we all often literally judge a book by its 
cover. We encourage students to give the book a 
chance even after seeing the cover once they have 
opened their “blind date” book as they may be 
pleasantly surprised.  
 
I am pleased to announce that we have a few more 
students using Sora (the online reading app that the 
school is subscribed to), even so the total number of 
students is still quite low. We only have 79 students 
using Sora and I, once again, want to encourage more 
students to make use of this fantastic program. Please 
contact me (library@pretoriachineseschool.com) 
should you have any queries, concerns or difficulties 
with the download/ log in process. Students are also 
more than welcome to come to the library for 
assistance as I would be happy to help.  
 
Kind regards, 
Miss Minet Volschenk 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:library@pretoriachineseschool.com
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Monday ➢ College Culture Week Starts 
➢ Chinese Day 

 Monday School Closed - Public Holiday 
(Human Rights Day) 14 March  21 March 

Tuesday ➢ English Day 
➢ Gr 7 Toastmasters Gala Dinner 

 Tuesday 
 

15 March  22 March 

Wednesday 
➢ South Africa Day 

 Wednesday 
➢ Parents Forum 

16 March  23 March 

Thursday 
➢ Art Appreciation Day 

 Thursday ➢ KLC Initiative 
➢ JP & SP Social Media Talk 17 March  24 March 

Friday 
➢ Comic Con Day 

 Friday 
 

18 March  25 March 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


