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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
It feels like just yesterday when we started off our 
new year and yet we have already reached the first 
half of the term. We have had many exciting 
events thus far and are looking forward to the 
events to come. However, a short break is 
definitely needed by all.   
 
We are sad to announce that two of our College 
teachers have submitted their resignations:  
Mrs Anne Gelling (Geography) and Ms Lebogang 
Ditshego (Engineering and Graphics Design).  
Their departure from PCS is unfortunate, but we 
wish them well as they embark onto the next stage 
of their journey. We are currently in the process of 
interviewing applicants to fill these positions.   
 
In the last two weeks both our SP and College 
phases held Valentines’ dances. There was a lot of 
hard work and effort on the part of both the 
students and teachers who were organising these 
events. The students thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and I would like to extend my 
commendation to all those involved.   

Last week Friday, the Chinese Department 
hosted the Chinese New Year celebration event. 
We were joined by a few distinguished guests. 
This was an event enjoyed by all in attendance. 
Thank you to all the teachers in the Chinese 
department, the support staff as well as the 
students who were involved in organising this 
event.  
 
Interim reports have been issued today. The 
intention behind interim reports is to report on 
the progress of the student and offer guidance 
about the way forward. Not all students will 
receive an interim report. Should your child 
receive one, kindly peruse the comments written 
by the teachers and follow up with the relevant 
Deputy Principal if required.  
 
I trust that you will enjoy the short reprieve and 
will come back rested and ready to take on the 
last half of the term. Should you have any 
queries or concerns please don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  
 
Kind regards  
 
Jennifer Neethling  
Principal & Director of Business & Administration  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

In this edition of the newsletter, we would like to 

explain, clarify, and communicate a few matters to 

you.  
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HOMEWORK 

 As the term progresses, it is becoming  

 more evident that many students are  

 NOT keeping up with nor completing  

 homework activities set by the  

 teachers. We wish to point out that  

 homework is an extension of classwork 

done, and often provides extra practice to enhance 

concepts taught in certain subjects. It remains the 

student’s responsibility to do and complete this 

work, BUT as parents, your support is needed to 

help monitor that the work is being done. We 

kindly request that you regularly check your child’s 

homework, even if it is being monitored by an 

“outsider” like at aftercare. Oftentimes, some of 

these homework activities also count towards the 

CASS (Continuous Assessment) marks on their 

reports.  

 

On this note, the Gr 4–7 Cycle Test Calendar is 

published at the beginning of every term for 

reference and to keep each grade informed 

regarding the formal assessments for each subject. 

These tests do make up a specific percentage of 

the term marks for every grade, but the skills 

taught, learnt, and tested are of essence here. They 

also “pull together” content in preparation towards 

the exams. Studying for and preparing towards 

these tests are important. We urge you to 

encourage your child to prepare and do their best 

for these tests, and to discuss their results with 

them after they are written, so that they can apply 

themselves continuously. As promised at the 

Information evening, below is the sliding scale of 

the weightings used at PCS for the Promotion 

marks: 

 CASS 

weighting 

Formal 

Assessment/ 

Exam mark 

Grade 4 70% 30% 

Grade 5 60% 40% 

Grade 6 50% 50% 

Grade 7 40% 60% 

 

We would also like to request parents make a point 

of paging through students’ exercise and activity 

books to check what is being done (or not done in 

this case). In this way, you are showing an interest 

in your child’s learning, and encouraging them to 

continued from page 1 

keep up with what needs to be done for them to 

achieve to the best of their ability. Please also use 

these opportunities to discuss a good work ethic 

with them and remind them of the necessity of 

neat work presentation, and the importance of 

taking pride in what they always do. PLEASE 

CHECK AND SIGN DIARIES DAILY in the Junior 

phase and at least 2–3 TIMES A WEEK from about 

Gr 5. Also check the MERITS and POOR CHOICES 

section in the middle of the diaries for Gr 4–7 as 

this will give you a good idea as to how well, or 

not, your child is coping with their work and with 

regards to their behaviour. We appreciate your 

assistance. 

 

HOMEWORK DIARIES 

In the JP phase, diaries are not only  

used to show the daily and weekly 

homework tasks but are also meant  

to be used as a source of  

communication between teachers  

and students, i.e., as a communication book. 

Teachers will possibly need to send you a 

message regarding the child’s great behaviour on 

a specific day or write a reminder of something to 

be sent to school in the week. By the same token, 

parents are very welcome to write notes to the 

teacher to keep in touch with what the child is 

needing, for example, “Jess” woke up in a bad 

mood after a difficult night’s sleep, or “Joe” needs 

to be excused from school early for a doctor’s 

appointment, etc. The idea is not only to keep 

teachers informed, but to assist you with issues 

that may arise at school so that your child can be 

monitored and assisted if needs arise. 

 

The diaries in the SP are used by the students, 

not only to keep a record of homework to be done, 

but also to record cycle test dates, and write down 

the scopes for these. They are also meant to be 

used for communication, as explained for the JP 

above. The diaries have the timetables stuck in 

them to assist students with the packing of books 

for the different subjects taught each day. In 

many cases, assistance may be required here, 

especially in Grade 4, as these students are 

packing EVERYTHING except the kitchen sink 

daily, and this impacts on the unnecessary 

physical aspects of carrying and tugging along of 
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heavy school bags. Students have cubbies in their 

classrooms (and Gr 7s may hire lockers) that are 

supposed to be used to store any excess books, 

files, folders, and stationery which are not required 

every day. They may fetch or pack these as they 

are needed. Please assist your child to get into the 

good habit of pre-packing bags for the next days’ 

events in the evenings before bedtime. It will go a 

long way to make them feel more at ease if they 

are prepared and not needing to pack in a rush on 

the morning before school – this includes PE kit, 

sport equipment, etc for co-curricular activities. 

 

d6 CONNECT APP 

 There are MANY parents who are not  

 connected to the d6, which we have  

 said, is our main form of  

 communication. We know that in  

today’s life and times, technology has progressed 

immensely and that apps such as WhatsApp really 

stream communication because it is so simple and 

is instantly at our fingertips. However, the d6 has 

many features the school uses to keep you in touch 

with your child’s performance, misdemeanors, and 

finances for your convenience. Class WhatsApp 

groups were never meant to replace the d6 

features offered. We will be requiring our group 

representatives to only facilitate communication of 

class matters as issues arise, such as reminders on 

PE days, or moneys to be paid for civvies days, etc. 

We will be asking them to refer parents directly to 

the d6 as communication is sent out therefore 

request you get in touch with Cherrie in the front 

office should you require assistance to load the 

app. Thanks so much in advance for your co-

operation. 

 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Our next cycle of this  

timetable will start on  

7 March. Students in  

Gr 1–7 must please  

check it carefully and make an informed decision 

regarding participation. We are asking parents to 

seriously consider participation in at least ONE 

PHYSICAL OUTDOOR ACTIVITY. We have all 

become quite complacent regarding physical 

activities, and it is a serious concern that many 

students are not doing anything to encourage a 

healthier lifestyle. The benefits of physical 

activities need not be spelled out to you as 

parents, but they include social interaction (much 

needed after the last two years) and the 

development of gross motor skills, much needed 

with our junior phase students. Aside from these 

facts, we understand that students may have felt 

no need to participate in school activities since we 

have not been involved in competitions and 

matches. As of this year, this is changing. We 

require more students to fill teams, and 

teachers/coaches are desperately trying to field 

teams in every age group to organise these 

matches. It will be very sad if we are unable to 

give the students in the various sporting codes this 

opportunity.  

 

We therefore ask that you encourage your child to 

get involved, and to become part of a team, or we 

may be forced to limit the non-active co-curricular 

activities to push this point. The life skills learnt in 

teamwork, respectful co-operation, winning and 

losing with humility, disciplined participation, etc. 

cannot be replaced through watching live action on 

television. It is imperative that our students help 

PCS by helping themselves in this aspect of their 

school lives. JP students must please indicate what 

activities they will be participating in in their 

diaries to help teachers plan the “drop off” times 

at the office (to be explained below). SP students 

will need to sign up for the activities they will be 

participating in, and this includes their supervised 

homework sessions. We remind you that, for the 

safety of all our students, NO-ONE may roam 

around, or wait unsupervised for transport to fetch 

them (see pick-up times explained below).  

We look forward to the next season of activities 

and your child’s involvement therein. 

 

END OF SCHOOL / HOME TIMES: 

Due to Covid protocols, parents are  

NOT ALLOWED on the property.  

Therefore, our teachers have  

implemented a schedule to help with 

the convenient pick-up times by parents 

of the students at the front office. If your schedule 

changes, please inform the front office so that we 

can accommodate you. Every student MUST BE 

FETCHED timeously. Please take note of the times 

continued from page 2 
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for every phase of the school for the safety of your 

child: 

 

Preschool 

Reminder: Taken to office and wait for 10 

minutes, then return to class until next pick-

up time. 

• 14:00 • 15:00 • 16:00 

• At 14:30 and 15:30, students may be 

 fetched by SP siblings to go home. 

•  Supervision until 16:00 for last pick-up. 

 

Gr 1 – 3 

Reminder: Taken to office and wait for 10 

minutes, then return to class until next pick-

up time. 

• 14:00 • 14:45 • 15:30 

• At 14:30 and 15:30, students may be 

 fetched by SP siblings to go home. 

•  Supervision until 16:00 for last pick-up. 

 

Gr 4 – 7 

• 14:30 (end school day) 

•  15:30 (end session) 

•  JP siblings may be fetched at 14:30 and 

 15:30 to go home.  

• Students to stay in supervision or do an   

 activity if not fetched at 14:30. 

• Supervision until 16:00 for last pick-up. 

 

 

 Phase 

The Grade 1s are learning about the 5 senses. 

They were tasked over the weekend with the 

making of animal face sandwiches using a variety 

of fruit and vegetables in their creations. What a 

wonderful effort indeed… 

 

 

 

continued from page 3 

 News 
By Stacey Nicolaides 

On Friday 11 February we had a friendly gala for 

U8-U13s at CBC, which was great for the 

children to see what would be expected for our 

main League gala on the 3rd March 2022. This is 

the gala that we prepare for this term and 

where medals are awarded. We will be leaving at 

6.45am on the 3rd for the Inter-school gala. 

Unfortunately, no spectators will be allowed 

because of Covid Protocols. Eight schools will be 

participating.  

 

On Saturday, 12 February, bright and early, 

before the cock could complete his crow, we 

arrived at Loreto School in Queenswood for the 

first mini cricket match of the year. Teacher 

Stacey, with her excited team, were facing 

Curro Hazeldean. Our Grade 0s opted to field 

first because concentration tends to wander as 

the morning proceeds. The team was so focused, 

bowling superbly considering the limited time 

they had to practise. They fielded well ensuring 

that the other team made limited runs. After a 

quick water break, the Grade 0s walked on to 

the field very professionally to bat. Under the 

guidance of their coach (Teacher Stacey), they 

managed to hit the ball and make many runs. 

Thanks to the enthusiasm of the coach, 

students, and parents, it was a lovely morning. 

 
 

The Grade 1s, under the guidance of their 

competent and enthusiastic coach, Ayanda, took 

control over the match with their batting and 

bowling skills. Many 4s were hit and batting 

styles were developed as the morning proceeded. 

Coach Ayanda was extremely happy as the team 

listened to his instructions and carried them out 

perfectly. They played as a team and were very 

complementary to each other’s success. They did 

us proud! 
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Due to the shortage of Grade 2 players, Grade 1s 

eagerly helped to fill the gaps. They played a 

great game against Loreto Convent, Queenswood 

and listened intently to their coach, Rey. We will 

continue encouraging commitment to their team 

and school. It was an enjoyable morning, and we 

are looking forward to more such events. 

 
 

 Phase 
 

Grade 4 Museum Display 

Our Grade 4s have been 

learning about local  

history this term and  

about what we can learn 

from pictures, objects,  

writing as well as from  

people. To end our topic, 

we created a museum  

display of objects from  

the past. It is scary to  

think that some of these  

objects that are ‘so old’ for our children, many of 

us adults can remember using in our youth. It is 

interesting to see how many of these objects have 

been replaced by a smartphone! 

 
 

Valentine’s Social 

Our Grade 7s had the opportunity, after some hard 

work and preparation, to present this social 

themed – A night in Paris, to the Gr 5 & 6 

students. It was a very successful evening, and 

everyone enjoyed this first event since Covid. We 

wish to thank the parents for their support, and for 

allowing their children to attend. We had a great 

time together. 

 
 

Letter from Grade 7s 

 
 

Something of interest: Why "tick tock" sounds 

correct but "tock tick" does not  

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/etymology/comments/6d1l7n/ 

 

Take care and spend time with your family. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Lydia Curwen 

Deputy Principal: Prep. School 

https://www.reddit.com/r/etymology/comments/6d1l7n/
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The last two weeks have been inordinately busy. The 
Grade 9s and 10s were away on camp and last week we 
celebrated Valentine’s Day. The week ended with a 
social for the Grade 10-12 students. This was the first 
social held in two years and was thoroughly enjoyed by 
our students The school week ended with a wonderful 
Chinese New Year celebration Assembly. This really was 
a showcase for the school’s talent, and everyone is to 
be congratulated on an outstanding performance. Well 
done, Chinese Department! 
 
As a school, we are determined to keep all our students 
updated with relevant information and to alert them to 
the dangers young people face in our modern world.  
 
This week our Assembly focused on the topic of 
harassment. This issue is often in the news, and it is 
imperative that our students understand exactly what is 
meant by the term and how to avoid becoming a victim. 
Miss Schorr clearly explained the different forms of 
harassment, how it manifests, and what to do if it 
happens to a person. It was a hard hitting and thought-
provoking Assembly. The major focus of the Assembly 
was on the concept of consent and how important it is 
in daily life and daily interactions.  
 
This week we also conducted some random drug tests, 
and I am very pleased to report that the results for 
these tests were negative.  
 
The Grade 10 Journey- Ms Simigianis  
The Journey’s purpose is to give the Grade 10s the 
opportunity to make their own decisions. This is exactly 
what the Grade 10s did. From planning their own meals, 
pitching their own tents, scheduling their own day, and 
cooking their own food, the Grade 10s were tasked to 
manage and complete each day to the best of their 
ability. In addition to the challenge of organising, the 
Grade 10s had to hike, climb, and swim throughout the 
week. The Grade 10s motivated and supported each 
other which resulted in bonding and friendship growth. 
Each Grade 10 experienced a difficulty of some sort, but 
the encouraging words of their peers and teachers 
enabled them to push further than they thought they 
could. After an exciting week of hiking through the 
magnificent biosphere of the Magaliesburg Mountain 

Range, the Grade 10s were rewarded with waterfalls, 
dome pools, cliff diving, abseiling, and rock climbing. In 
addition to this, the Grade 10s learnt about the 
importance of nature and the protection of the Cape 
Vultures that circled overhead. Overall, the Grade 10 
Journey has proven to be an exciting educational 
experience, which you shouldn’t miss out on! 

 

 

 
 
GRADE 9 camp – Mr van Niekerk 
We had a wonderful camp at Parnassus near 
Magaliesburg. We started the camp with hiking up the 
mountain at the farm where we had a nice view of the 
area. Later that day the Grade 9s were challenged with 
an obstacle course. They competed in teams to 
enhance teamwork. They finished it off with the mud 
pool and everybody got the chance to get really dirty. 
We were treated to delicious food every day after all 
the activities. Every day they were given time to swim 
and enjoy some games in the sunshine. The Grade 9s 
were taught Morse Code on the first evening where 
they had to send short messages to one another. That 
was difficult, but they enjoyed it so much. The next day 
we had “boeresport”. We also had the students build 
rafts that had to get the whole team across the 
swimming pool. To build a raft was difficult for the 
teams and some of the rafts could hardly stay afloat in 
the swimming pool. One activity that they were all very 
enthusiastic about was the amazing race. They had to 
move all over the camp area finding clues to see which 
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team did it in the shortest time. Other activities that 
were done were building a spaghetti structure with 
marshmallows as the glue and boardgames. 30 Seconds 
had no noise limits and they enjoyed that enormously. 
On the last evening, we ended the camp around the 
bonfire. The students had the chance to let go of some 
challenges or problems in life by writing the issue on a 
piece of paper and throwing it into the fire. That 
symbolised that they are getting rid of the problem. All 
in all, it was a fantastic camp for all! 
 
PCS’ Day of Love- Ms Douglas 
On February 14th, PCS celebrated love, appreciation, and 
friendship. Dressed up in pink, red, black, and white, 
both students and staff were in for a day of fun. Various 
treats such as popcorn, brownies, cookies, and 
cupcakes were sold. Beautiful origami roses were also 
available for purchase. A secret admirer box did the 
rounds for learners to anonymously gift someone 
special. A love-themed photobooth was also made 
available for learners to take individual or group photos. 
At second break, a raffle to the value of R700 was won 
by Mrs Anne Gelling. Ultimately, the fun-filled day was 
made possible by the Grade 11s of PCS who are 
fundraising for the Matric farewell this year. Thank you 
to all who made purchases. 

  
 
PCS gives back to the elderly on Valentine’s Day 
For Valentine’s Day this year, PCS partnered with 
Kindness Like Confetti Pretoria to give back to those 
who may not have the privilege of spending a day like 
this with loved ones. Students, parents, and staff 
collected men and women’s toiletries, marshmallows, 
biscuits, and other treats in the month leading up to the 
14th. We were able to collect a great sum of 
contributions and, as a result, were able to make care 
packages for more of those in need than previously 
anticipated. We are very grateful to all who contributed, 
thank you!  

 
 

Valentine’s Grade 10-12 dance – Muhammad-Irfaan 
Amod 
A week of romance and love spread through the 
College as we were graced with Valentine’s Day last 
Monday on the 14th of February. The progression of 
excitement, high spirits, and fortunately-lowered Covid 
protocols, gave way for the first Matric-hosted 
Valentine’s Dance for the Grade 10s-12s in a very long 
time. The dance was held at school from 6pm to 10pm 
with a lovely turnout of College students, outside 
guests, as well as lucky dates. For the evening, the 
school hall became the gateway to a night of 
relaxation, good food, good music, and most 
importantly, the beginning of a new chapter for the 
College where events as such can hopefully continue 
to take place and be just as successful.  
  
My wish for you is that you all have a safe, restful and 
joyous mid-term break and return refreshed and ready 
for the last section of term one.  
 
Warm regards 
 
Mary-Ann Pullinger 
Deputy Principal: College 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Adult Mandarin Beginners Class 
I was very excited to see the commencement of the adult Mandarin 
beginner’s class on Saturday 12 February 2022. The students all 
showed incredible enthusiasm and were highly motivated. I am looking 
forward to working with them in this Chinese learning journey.  

 
 
TCA Chinese New Year Event 
The TCA (The Chinese Association - Gauteng) Chinese New Year & 
Lantern Festival which was held on Saturday, 12 February 2022 at 
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Sacred Heart College in Observatory, Johannesburg went well. Our 
dancing and drumming groups were invited to perform at this event and 
they made the school very proud. A big thank you to Miss Nicole Hsiao 
and Miss Nyaradzo Chirima for training and supervising the students and 
to Uncle Sam for transporting them safely. 

 

 
 

PCS Chinese New Year Celebration 
Our school celebrated the Year of Tiger on Friday 18 February 2022 
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. What a wonderful moment to see 
the whole school get together in the hall for the first time since 
lockdown. The Chinese Department worked tirelessly to prepare a 
programme which was full of singing, dancing, acting, tongue twisters 
and, of course, handing out the lucky red envelopes. Parents and 
guardians are welcome to watch the recording on the school’s Facebook 
page if you missed the live streaming on the day. 

 
 
Kind regards 
 
Angela Liu 
Deputy Principal: Chinese 
 
 
 

 
Chinese Department  

By Bobbi Wang 
Every Lunar New Year, traditional performances of 
the dragon and lion dances are always found in 
temple fairs. The meaning of these dances is to pray 
for the blessing of the gods, and it also represents the 
blessing and fortune of the New Year. This custom 
became famous around the world as the Chinese 
migrated overseas. 
During the SP Chinese culture club, students designed 
their own style of the Chinese Lion and use their 
fingers to present the “Lion Dance”. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Page  9 

 
 
 
 

Monday School Closed 

 

 Monday 
 

28 February  7 March 

Tuesday School starts normal time (07:30) 
- Academic Day 2 - 

➢ Grade 7 Toastmasters 7 

 Tuesday 
➢ Grade 7 Toastmasters 8 

1 March  8 March 

Wednesday 
➢ U17 Soccer Match 

 Wednesday 
 

2 March  9 March 

Thursday 
➢ Gr 3-7 Gala Inter-schools LSQ 

 Thursday 
➢ JP Social Media Talk 

3 March  10 March 

Friday 
 

 Friday ➢ Gr 00-0 Valley Farm Animal 
 Hospital 4 March  11 March 
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