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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We are finally at the end of Term 2. It has been a difficult 
term for the school, students, and parents alike. Everyone 
was forced to adapt to the fickle circumstances at a 
moment’s notice. Fortunately, the PCS family seems to 
have resilience and flexibility to overcome this without too 
much difficulty. I would like to extend my sincerest 
gratitude to you all for a job well done.  
 
We are now approaching the end of the term and it is my 
hope that you will all have an opportunity to rest and 
rejuvenate before the final term commences. It will be a 
difficult term with both the SP and the College writing 
exams, especially for the students who will need to begin 
preparations as early as possible. The Grade 12 students 
will also be writing their final NSC Examinations, and I 
would like to encourage them to remain focused and to 
continue to give their best effort as they go in for the final 
stretch.  

On Friday 30 July, we held a farewell event for the 
teachers who will be leaving the school at the end of 
Term 2. We enjoyed a feast prepared by some teachers 
and we got to say our final goodbyes to Mrs Kgori,        
Ms Fourie, Mrs Human, as well as Mrs Jansen van 
Rensburg and Mrs Molefe who are retiring. We sincerely 
wish them the best as they begin a new adventure in 
their lives.  
 
The following appointments have been made to take 
over the vacancies: 
Mrs Monica Harmse – Junior and Senior Preparatory ICT 
Mr Adam van Niekerk – College Mathematics and 
Mathematics Literacy 
We would like to warmly welcome Mrs Harmse and      
Mr van Niekerk to the PCS family. 
 
A letter was sent out earlier this week regarding the 
appointment of Mrs Lydia Curwen as the Acting Deputy 
Principal for the Junior Preparatory Phase. I would like to 
congratulate her again on her appointment and wish her 
the best in her new office. Her academic schedule has 
been adjusted to accommodate her new responsibilities. 
Mrs Marianna van der Westhuizen will be taking over 
Mrs Curwen’s Grade 4-6 History and Geography classes 
for the remainder of the year. Mrs Curwen will continue 
to teach the Grade 7s, along with JP Library. 
 
We will be sending out the school contracts at the 
beginning of Term 3. ISASA has amended the stipulations 
required in a standard school contract. Please ensure 
that you peruse the contract carefully before signing and 
returning to the school. We appeal to parents to return 
the contracts or give notice of withdrawal in a timely 
manner so that the school will have sufficient time to 
make the appropriate arrangements. 
 
Should you require more information regarding any of 
the abovementioned points, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
 
I trust that we are all in agreement that this term has felt 
quite long, and we are all looking forward to the holidays. 
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I hope you have a restful holiday and let us not forget to 
keep alert about our health and safety. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jennifer Neethling 
School Director 
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The Grade 1L class would like Mrs Van Rensburg to 

know that she will be truly missed and as you start 

your next chapter in your life always know your 

legacy lives on in our hearts. May your retirement be 

filled with blessing and memorable moments. 
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Dear Parents, 

 

  

 
 

It’s SO Good to be back in class!   

Look at us estimating and measuring the 

capacities of different containers. 

 

Back to School 

The teachers and the children (and parents?) are 

happy for school to be back to ‘normal’ for the 

final two weeks of the second term. This has 

allowed us to complete all the cycle tests that 

were outstanding from lockdown and arrive at 

credible and accurate symbols and marks for the 

students’ work during the term. Reports will be 

emailed on 17 September. I shall be contacting 

some parents whose children require a special 

effort to meet the academic requirements at the 

end of the year. 

 

I was initially very happy with the attendance and 

performance of students at online Meets during 

online teaching. However, it has come to light that 

there were some students who, for different 

reasons, did NOT fulfil the requirements of what 

their teachers expected of them. This will have 

consequences early next term when cycle tests 

are written that are based on the work covered 

during online teaching. I urge those children that 

are not sure of the work done in Google Classroom 

and discussions during Meets, to make it their 

business to go back and watch the recorded 

Meets and finish all the required work. This will result 

in them being able to score well in the Term 3 

Cycle tests. 

 

Next term is an exam term. The SP examinations will 

begin on 11 November and end on 24th. These are 

very important for securing a passable year mark. 

The exam marks count for a fair percentage of the 

final year mark (particularly in Grade 7 where it 

counts 60%). This is a final opportunity for students 

to boost their final year mark by ensuring they do 

well in the exams. 

 

Exam booklets will be given to all students and 

revision of the year’s work will be covered leading 

up to the exam period. BUT … it is up to each 

student to ask their teacher, in good time, should 

they require extra help. 

 

For Students: What you can do to enhance your 

performance before the end of the year: 

• Revise the online work done during lockdown. 

 Watch the recordings of Meets and complete 

 all work that was set in this time. Show this to 

 your teachers. 

• Work especially hard in class and at home to 

 prepare for the exams.  

• ASK YOUR TEACHERS WELL IN ADVANCE of the 

 exams, should you have any sections of work or 

 skills that you have not understood clearly. 

• Prepare an exam timetable (in your Term 3 
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diary or the exam booklet that you will be given) 

for your revision plan. 

• Early in the term, begin reading through your 

 notes, making your own ‘mind maps’ of content 

 and practising skills you have learned. 

• Your teachers and parents have worked hard to 

 provide YOU with everything you need to do 

 well BUT …. It is up to you to show that your year 

 at PCS has been worth all of this and that you 

 are ready to proceed to the next grade. 
 

Farewell, Mrs Kgori 

Mrs Kgori wil be leaving us at the end of the term 

and we wish her all of the best and Godspeed for 

her new life away from PCS. I would like to thank 

her for the way she has formed relationships with 

the children in her classes and for the enthusiasm 

she has shown during lessons. She has sometimes 

been sought out by students who have asked her 

for personal help or advice, and I thank her for 

always being interested in their wellbeing. 
 

Mrs Monica Harmse will be joining PCS next term to 

take over all ICT lessons in the SP and JP.  

We are still in the process of interviewing an isiZulu 

teacher for the younger grades. 
 

Mrs van der Westhuizen will be taking over Mrs 

Curwen’s Grade 4-6 History and Geography 

classes next term as Mrs Curwen assumes the 

acting position of Deputy Principal in the Junior 

Primary. We welcome ‘Mevrou’ back to PCS! 
 

It has been a disruptive term and I sense that the 

children and (I know) that the teachers are looking 

forward to a well-deserved rest. Well done to 

parents, teachers and students for the way you 

coped with the situation that we have found 

ourselves in. I wish to thank everyone for the 

sensible way you have followed all the Covid 

protocols at school and for parents who so 

responsibly reacted if there were any concerns 

about having contact with people who had tested 

positive.  
 

I extend my sincere sympathies to the families who 

have lost loved ones or had to endure individual 

hardships the past few months have brought. If 

possible, let us now rest, refresh and return to 

school in September, ready for the final push 

towards the end of the year. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

P.J. Dickinson 

Deputy Principal: Senior Prep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

We have come to the end of a very disruptive term. The 
Covid lockdown once again sent us some curve balls 
and planning had to be changed multiple times. 
Although it was a stressful period, we did manage to 
complete the examinations and the students coped 
remarkably well. This lockdown period reminded us, 
once again, that we need to retain flexibility when we 
plan, as well as resilience, even when outcomes look 
bleak. These skills will be very valuable for life after 
school. 
 

Staffing for Term Three 
We were very sad when Mrs Human tendered her 
resignation earlier this term. She has been a stalwart at 
the College and is beloved by everyone. PCS , however, 
always places family first and we understood and 
supported her when she chose to teach at a four-term 
school so that she could be at home when her children 
were on holiday. We are really going to miss her and 
wish Mrs Human everything of the best for the future. 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have engaged 
the services of Mr Adam Van Niekerk to teach Grade 8 
Maths and Grade 10-12 Mathematical Literacy from 7 
September. He will be joining us from another Pretoria 
school, where he has taught for a number of years. We 
look forward to welcoming him into the PCS family and 
hope that he will spend many happy years with us. 
 

Exam Marks    
The education system that our children find themselves 
in places an inordinate and excessive emphasis on 
marks.  While this is a necessary evil, especially in the 
final Matric examinations, when marks determine 
entrance to fields of study, this should not be the 
primary focus of examinations. In the College, one of 
the most vital skills we teach, is that of taking 
responsibility for a person’s own learning.  
 

To this end, we will be placing a greater emphasis on 
personal skills and knowledge derived from writing 
examinations. When we return in September, the 
teachers will go through the examinations in minute 
detail, and each student will be required to do a self-
diagnosis for each of their papers. Questions they will 
be required to answer will include: 
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What sections did I understand? 
What sections did I do badly on because I did not learn 
the work adequately? 
What sections did I not understand and need help with? 
 
Once the student has answered these questions it will 
be incumbent on each of them to draw up a remedial 
plan so that they can improve in the next set of 
examinations. This will include setting up a study 
timetable for revising work not learnt and booking 
support lessons to ensure that work is understood.  
 
We will also be instituting a 10% improvement certificate 
for students, at the end of the year. If there is a 10% 
improvement in raw marks from one examination to the 
next, the students will be rewarded for their dedication 
at the last assembly of the year.  
 
The Student Executive Council (SEC) 
At PCS, the role of our Student Executive Council is to 
serve the school and the students.  Our model of 
leadership is that of servant leadership originally 
devised by Robert K. Greenleaf in 1970 and adopted by 
organizations and schools worldwide.  
 
“The servant-leader is servant first… It begins with the 
natural feeling that one wants to serve, to serve first. 
Then conscious choice brings one to aspire to lead. That 
person is sharply different from one who is leader first. 
…” 
 
A servant leader shares power, puts the needs of others 
first, helps individuals develop and optimize 
performance, is willing to learn from others, and 
forsakes personal advancement and rewards. Servant 
leaders concentrate on performance planning, day-to-
day coaching, and helping people achieve. A servant 
leader is required to have the following mindset traits, 
empathy, selflessness, humility, authenticity, caring, 
collaboration, compassion, honesty, open-mindedness, 
patience, and self-awareness. 
 
At PCS, students who want to serve on the SEC are 
required to follow several steps. First they are required 
to complete a comprehensive application form, then 
the College teachers and students vote for their 
preferred candidate. Based on the votes, a short list of 
candidates is invited for a “job” interview by the 
Principal and Deputy Principal. Based on the student’s 
performance during the interview, a final list is drawn 
up to be ratified by the College staff.   
 
After their appointment, the students will be given a 
detailed job description and training to enable them to 

serve their community and complete identified projects 
for their term in office as a cohesive team. 
 
We are delighted to announce the members of the SEC 
for 2021/2022 period: 
Head Boy: Muhammad-Irfaan Amod 
Head Girl: Lufunolwashu Mufhandu 
Deputy Head Boy: Sydney Curwen 
Deputy Head Girl: Luyanda Maseko 
Head of Academics: Ethan Ohlson 
Head of Sport: Lesego Lengolo / Oratile Mampuru 
Head of Culture: Neo Mofokeng / Lindokuhle Nkoane 
Head of Student Affairs: Fan (Jassie) Yuan /  
Khensani Motsepe 
 
We wish them every success in their new roles, and I 
know that their fellow students will support them as 
they shoulder their responsibilities. 
 
Subject Choice Evening  
On 3 August we held a meeting with the Grade 9 
parents to discuss subject choices for senior high 
school. This is an important evening as the subjects 
chosen will impact directly on tertiary education. As a 
staff, we spent many weeks preparing a 
comprehensive booklet outlining the structure of the 
Matric certificate, possible subject choices, local and 
international university requirements, and other 
pertinent information required to make informed 
choices. Once the initial choices have been submitted 
by the students, individual interviews will be held to 
ensure that each student will select subjects which will 
enable them to achieve the best possible Matric result.  
 
At PCS, we are very proud to be able to announce that 
we will be offering two new subjects for 2022. 
Information Technology, aimed at those students who 
want to do programming and computer engineering as 
careers, and Advanced Programme Mathematics, 
aimed at the medical and scientific careers will be 
offered for Grades 10-12. These subjects will further 
enhance our goal of providing our students with the 
skills needed, in an increasing scientific and 
technological world. 
 
College closure times Term Three  
From the beginning of Term Three, the College will be 
closing at 2.30 on Fridays instead of at 3.00. This will 
give families with children in more than one phase the 
opportunity to get home a little earlier for the 
weekend. 
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Matric 2021 
Our Matrics have come to the end of their normal 
academic time with us at PCS.  
 
On 10 August, they will start winter school and then 
have a three-week study break. Preliminary 
examinations begin on 7 September and end on 23 
September. After prelims, they will have a short time for 
any remediation, before finals begin on 18 October. 
 
We wish them every success in their studies. We know 
that they will push through and achieve great results in 
December. 
 

Matric Winter School Timetable 

 
 

Please see Matric Prelim Timetable at the end of this 
newsletter and on the d6. 
 

We are looking forward to the third term of 2021. We 
have many exciting events planned and wish you a 
peaceful and restful August holiday.  

Stay safe 

 
M. Pullinger 
Deputy Principal: College 
mpullinger@pretoriachineseschool.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Chinese Bridge Competition 
The “Chinese Bridge” competition is being held on Thursday 5 
August for the written test and Friday 6 August for the speech and 
cultural performance. The two contestants, Luyanda Maseko and 
Khensani Motsepe, as well as all the Chinese teachers have been 
working exceptionally hard to prepare for this competition in the last 

few months. The hosting school, the Confucius Classroom at Cape 
Academy of Mathematics, Science and Technology in Cape Town, is 
organising to have the competition on-site and on-line at the same 
time, to cater for the participating schools nationally, and due to this 
we need to run quite a few tests to overcome any technical issues 
that may arise.    
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole school and 
the Executive Team for their support and assistance, and to the 
contestants’ parents for accomodating us after school hours and on 
weekends. I know Luyanda and Khensani have already made us 
proud. We are looking forward to seeing both of them shine and 
excel.  
 
The competition can be viewed live on Facebook: 
https://fb.me/e/12lmvqvYf 
The results of the competition will be reported back in the next 
newsletter. 

  
 
Kind regards 
 

Angela Liu 
Deputy Principal: Chinese 
 

 
Chinese Department August 2, 2021 

By Ms Cathy Lee 
 
We thank our Recycling Ambassadors for their hard 
work, the teachers for their cooperation, and the 
parents for their participation and support of the 
recycling operation this term. Unfortunately, the 
interruption of the level four lockdown stopped the 
recycling collections of the competition for a whole 
month since June 30. The records taken by our 

mailto:mpullinger@pretoriachineseschool.com
https://fb.me/e/12lmvqvYf
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Recycling Ambassadors came to a total of 814,3 cm 
Papers, 1597 pcs of Plastic bottles, 374 pcs of 
Metal/Steel cans and 143 Aluminium cans being 
collected among all three phases from May 12 to 
June 23.     
 
The Junior Prep surpassed the Senior Prep and 
College in Papers collection to the 315,8 cm high, 
Metal/Steel cans at 262 pcs, and Aluminium cans at 
74 pcs on the records. On the other hand, the Senior 
Prep surpassed the Junior Prep and College at the 
909 pcs of the Plastic bottles. 
 
• The champion class in the Papers category 
 among all three phases is Class 8H on the record 
 of 146 cm in height. 
• The champion class in Plastic bottles among the 
 school is Class 6D on the record of 734 pcs 
 collected. 
• The champion class in the Metal/Steel cans 
 category in the school is Class 2R on the record of 
 85 pcs collected. 
• The champion class in Aluminium cans is Class 
 8H, with 67 pcs collected on the record. 
 
Please see the scoreboards below for reference. In 
addition, the Recycling Ambassador Prize will award 
the champion classes at the school assembly in Term 
3.  
 

 
 
To overcome the most difficult challenge, we had to 
collect, record and sort the recyclables for the whole 
school within only 30 minutes altogether once a 
week in the past term. Therefore, a few adjustments 

will be made to improve the efficiency of the Term 
3 operations: 
 
• Day 2 will be the day for the Junior Prep classes 
 to collect and record the recyclables. The 
 manager of the Recycling Station on Day 2 is    
 Ms N Hsiao. 
• Day 3 will be the day for the Senior Prep classes 
 to collect and record the recyclables. The 
 manager of the Recycling Station on Day 3 is    
 Ms B Wang. 
• Day 5 will remain the same day for the College 
 classes to collect and record the recyclables. The 
 Recycling Ambassadors supervised by Mr A van 
 Niekerk, Coach R Musonda and Mrs C Lee will 
 check and sort the recyclables collected from all 
 the phases on the day.    
 
During the school holidays in August, we encourage 
continuous recycling from our parents in E-waste. 
Please also find the recycle bins of papers, plastic, 
metal/steel cans and aluminium cans placed in the 
front parking against the wall at the school 
entrance for sorting at your convenience. 
 
 Siphosihle Mokgetle (8K), the  

 Recycling Ambassador who  

 consented to report the  

 masterpiece, the blanket she  

 made with her aunt using all  

 sorts of plastic shopping bags in  

 almost one month for the  

 “Turning Trash into Treasure”  

 project. Which is the great  

 model we learned of reuse for  

 the new purpose. 
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Monday 
 

 Monday 
 2 August  6 September 

Tuesday 

 

 Tuesday  
 
 

Normal School Day (Begins @ 07:30) 
 

➢ Gr 12 Preliminary Exams Start 

3 August  7 September 

Wednesday 
 

 Wednesday 
 

4 August  8 September 

Thursday 
➢ Toastmasters Gala Dinner 

 Thursday 
  

5 August  9 September 

Friday  
 
 

School Closes Normal Time 

 Friday 
 

6 August  10 September 
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